MAY 27]                             ST BEDE, C.                                     557

of Jarrow, but was gained upon by the sea before the time of Simeon of
Durham, St Bennet Biscop founded the Abbey of St Peter's, at Were-
mouth, near the mouth of the Were, in 674, and that of St Paul's at
Girvum, now Jarrow, in 680, on the banks of the River Tyne below the
Capr* caput, still called Goat's-head or Gateshead, opposite to Newcastle.
Such a harmony subsisted between the two houses that they were often
governed by the same abbot and called the same monastery of SS. Peter
and Paul. St Bennet was a man of extraordinary learning and piety, and
enriched these monasteries with a large and curious library which he had
collected at Rome and in other foreign parts. To his care Bede was
committed at seven years of age, but was afterwards removed to Jarrow
where he prosecuted his studies under the direction of the Abbot Ceolfrid,
who had been St Bennet's fellow-traveller. Among other able masters
under whom he made great progress he names Trumbert, a monk of
Jarrow who had formerly been a disciple of St Chad, bishop, first of York,
afterwards of Litchfield, who had established a great school in his Monastery
of Lestingan in Yorkshire. The church music or chant Bede learned of
John, formerly Precentor of St Peter's on the Vatican, and Abbot of St
Martin's at Rome, whom Pope Agatho had sent over to England with
St Bennet Biscop. The Greek language our saint must have learned of
Theodorus, Archbishop of Canterbury, and the Abbot Adrian, by whose
instruction that language became as familiar to several of their English
scholars as their native tongue; for an instance of which Bede mentions
Tobias, Bishop of Rochester. How great a master Bede was of that
language appears from his An Metrica and other works. His poem on
St Cuthbert and other performances show him to have been a good poet
for the age wherein he lived. But his comments on the holy scriptures
and his sermons prove that the meditation on the word of God and the
writings of the holy fathers chiefly engrossed his time and attention.

His great piety and endowments supplying the defect of age, by the
order of his abbot, Ceolfrid, he was ordained deacon in 691, at nineteen
years of age, by St John of Beverley, who was at that time Bishop of
Hexham, in which diocese Jarrow was situated, there being then no
episcopal see at Durham. From this time he continued his studies till,
at thirty years of age, in 702, he was ordained priest by the same St John,
who was made Bishop of Hexham in 685 and Bishop of York in 704.
In King Alfred's version Bede is styled Mass Priest, because it was his
employment to sing every day the conventual mass. He tells us that the
holy abbot and founder, St Bennet Biscop, like the rest of the brethren,
used to winnow the corn and thresh it, give milk to the lambs and
calves, and to work in the bakehouse, garden, and kitchen. Bede must
have sometimes had a share in such employments, and he was always
cheerful, obedient, and indefatigable. But his studies and writings, with